*HEAD START* PUPPY CONSULTATION

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1The Common Scents Head Start Puppy Consultation is a one hour, individual session which includes an evaluation of your new puppy, a discussion of its needs, and recommendations for giving your puppy the best possible start.  It has been designed for dog owners who wish to “get off on the right foot” in raising a happy, healthy, and well-adjusted pet.  While many of your pup’s physical and psychological attributes will be affected by its genetic background, you, as the pup’s owner, will be able to play a large role in molding these attributes by exercising control over your puppy’s early experiences, its surroundings, its training, and its relationships with people and other animals.

People acquire dogs or puppies for different reasons.  The most common purpose for obtaining a dog in this country is as a house pet.  Other uses include recreation, such as hunting, a service dog, such as police or leader dogs for the blind, a personal protection dog or a dog to show in competition, etc.  Guiding and development of a pup’s potential, therefore, depends in large measure on what purpose the dog is to serve as an adult.  For example, the development program for a dog that is to be kenneled and used strictly for hunting should include heavy doses of retrieving, swimming, conditioning, riding in a vehicle, and orientation to other forms of wildlife.  With a house pet, on the other hand, emphasis should be placed on socialization, obedience, house manners, and coping with the everyday routine of its human family.

Because no two puppies or situations are ever exactly alike, Common Scents does not believe in canned programs.  We work with our clients to develop a program and routine that best serves their needs and the needs of their dog.

BRINGING UP A PUPPY
Certain elements of bringing up a puppy are universal.  These include:

· Choosing a new puppy

· Bringing your new puppy home

· Crate Training

· Housebreaking

· Meeting your puppy’s physical and  psychological needs

· Building a bond

· Proper socialization techniques

· Building self confidence

· Puppies and kids

· Realistic expectations

· Manners

· Controlling unwanted behaviors:

·    - Jumping, mouthing , nipping

· Interaction with visitors and other dogs

· Building Responsiveness to the desires and needs of its owners
If this list looks to you like little more than common sense, you’re well on your way!  A good, basic foundation is essential for the effective maturation of all intelligent creatures.  Specialized training can always be designed to work within this framework to prepare the dog for a more complex role as an adult.  We are available to work with you from start to finish. (Over)

Instructions for Head Start Clients:

A map to our location is located on the back of the enclosed brochure.  If this is not adequate, please call for details.  It is important that you arrive on time- preferably a few minutes early- so that you will have a full hour for your consult.  We are not usually in a position to run past your scheduled time.  Please do not bring young children to this session, as it will distract you from being able to focus on the material to be discussed. 

Head Start Orientation Programs are conducted at the Training Center, located on the grounds of our complex.  Upon entering the grounds, you will proceed up a steep hill.  At the top of the hill, turn left into a small parking lot.  Proceed to the end of this lot where you will see the Training Center with a sign over the entry door.  Pull up to the left, facing the pond at the east end of the lot.

Please wait in your car with your dog until a counselor comes out to greet you. Wait until the counselor is in position, along the fence, off to the side of your vehicle. At this time the counselor will motion you up to him or her.  Please exit your car with your dog on a leash approximately six feet long (no flexi-leads, please) and approach the counselor in a casual but friendly manner.  The dog should be on whatever collar or device you normally walk him/her on.  (If your puppy is too young to walk on a leash, you may carry it).

It is important at this time that you give your dog no commands or corrections.  This will help us to get a neutral reading on your dog.  Allow the dog to approach the counselor in whatever fashion they wish.  This includes barking, lunging, jumping, etc. If the counselor feels your dog presents a danger, they will merely ask you to stop.  The counselor will engage you in a brief conversation while they observe your dog.  After a few moments, you will both proceed with your dog into the building for the remainder of the consultation.  

*NO SCENT ZONE: Please refrain from wearing scented products such as colognes, body washes, and hair spray when coming to our facility. 

Payment of fee for the session by personal check or cash only, please.   
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